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Rwanda 


Army Launches "Major Hunt’ for Arms in Kigali 
AB1201150095 Paris AFP in English 1443 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[By Marie-Goretti Uwibambe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kigali, Jan 12 (AFP}—Rwandan 
soldiers launched a major hunt for arms in the capital on 
Thursday [12 January], a day after a cross-border attack the 
United Nations blamed on troops of the former government 
led to the most serious pitched battle since the civil war. 


Residents of several Kigali districts were told not to 
leave their homes as Tutsi-led soldiers of the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF), which ousted a Hutu majority 
regime and seized power in July, carried out the weapons 
search, which lasted all morning. 


The military commander in the city made clear in a 
broadcast that the soldiers were looking for arms and the 
national radio said the sweep was unconnected with the 
raid on Wednesday by about 50 armed men who crossed 
back into the country from Zaire. 


The UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda (Unamir) said the 
attack was launched by Hutu soldiers of the former govern- 
ment army who were routed by the RPF in July after three 
months of ethnic carnage which followed the suspicious 
death in a plane crash of president Juvenal Habyarimana. 


“This was not the start of a major operation but, on the 
evidence, the FAR (former Rwandan Armed Forces) 
have decided to launch small attacks to destabilise the 
normalisation under way in Rwanda,”’ Unamir military 
spokesman Stephane Grenier said Thursday. 


Radio Rwanda, however, blamed the attacks on “ban- 
dits” and said the exchange of fire with RPA troops had 
lasted only half an hour. Military officials, who have 
always said they feared that the Hutu soldiers have been 
planning such operations, mininimised the incident. 


Unamir, which was pursuing an investigation Thursday 
into the attack at Nyamasheke in the southwest of the 
country, said the fighting lasted for some two hours. 
Grenier said the attack was a “worrying development”. 


“It is not yet the beginning of a civil war, but we cannot 
avoid concluding, in view of growing nummbers of 
armed incursions, that the action is planned,” Grenier 
said. He blamed “‘some leaders of the former regime”’. 


Observers in the region doubt that the former FAR and their 
feared extremist Hutu militia allies, the Interahamwe, cur- 
rently represent a serious threat to the RPF, but they are 
capable of destabilising Rwanda, where the RPF has 
installed a coalition government including moderate Hutus. 


The militiamen and some former soldiers are accused of 
massacring more than 500,000 people, mainly Tutsis, in 
a genocidal campaign during the war and then of terror- 
ising Rwandan refugees gathered in hundreds of thou- 
sands in camps in eastern Zaire. 
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The RPF was formed mainly of long-time Rwandan exiles 
who had fled to Uganda during and after a Hutu uprising in 
1959, before independence of the former Belgian colony. 


Army Spokesman on Results 


EA1201202095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in Kinyarwanda 
1700 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] The search, the 
Cyangugu [Lake Kivu] attack, all these were put to Colonel 
Frank Mugambage, Armed Forces spokesman. Here he is: 


[Begin Mugambage recording] [passage omitted] I would 
like to inform you that following our search for weapons, we 
recovered around 25 pistols. They were held illegally and do 
not belong to security personnel. We also recovered 27 
grenades from people. There are other weapons. We call 
them (fugus). These are a kind of bomb which can be set and 
can demolish houses. They were found in some areas. 


So, as you can understand the work was meant to identify the 
weapons which are used to create insecurity, while at the 
same time not being used by the military as they should be. 
[sentence as heard] This is what we achieved. Some civilians 
were telling us that the arms were left here by such and such; 
others said that they had found them in the houses they 
occupied. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Zaire 


Mobutu Publicly Confirms Support for Kengo 


BR1101155395 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 11 Jan 95 p 5 


{FBIS Translated Text] After several weeks of muted 
struggle launched by Mobutist “hawks” Vunduawe, 
principal private secretary to President Mobutu, and the 
wealthy businessman Bemba, in an attempt to bring 
down the Kengo government, the latter seems to have 
scored a knockout win. President Mobutu has publicly 
expressed his support for his prime minister. The fali of 
Kengo would probably have negated all of Zaire’s efforts 
to regain acceptance by the international community. 


In a statement to LA LIBRE BELGIQUE Zairian Ambas- 
sador to Belgium Kimbulu, stated that “the president has 
no intention of destabilizing the present government. 
Especially as the Constitutional Act provides for a transi- 
tional period of 15 months, the Kengo government having 
already been in office for seven of them. The president will 
continue with the Kengo government until the end of the 
transition. He will not go back on his signature,” placed at 
the foot of the Constitutional Act of Transition, passed on 
9 April 1994. “Finally,” the ambassador continues, “the 
president supports more than ever before the action of this 
government which he thanked in his address to the nation,” 
on 31 December last year. 


Last weekend, opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi 
claimed to have had “positive” contacts with the presi- 
dent of the Republic with a view to his return to power, 
following several meetings with Vunduawe and Bemba. 
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Somalia 


Egal Says Hargeysa ’Cleared’ of Rebel Militia 
AB1101194595 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There have been reports of 
heavy fighting in the center of Hargeysa, the capital of 
the self-declared Republic ot Somaliland. Trouble with 
opposition militias has been going on for some months. 
They initially occupied Hargeysa’s airport, but then went 
on rampages in the city itself. Somaliland leader 
Mohamed Egal has been trying to flush out the militias, 
but it has been a long and only partially successful 
operation. On the line to Hargeysa, Robin White asked 
Mohamed Egal what had been going on today. 


[Begin recording] f[Egal] Today is the first time for the 
last 50 days that the government has taken the initiative, 
and we have driven the rebellious militia out of town, 
out of the airport, out of the road to Berbera, and 
everything now is calm. We have brought the rebellion to 
an end. 


[White] You say you have recaptured the airport? 


[Egal] Oh yes, of course, we recaptured the airport and 
we are hoping that within the next two or three days, 
unless there is damage to the runway, we are going to 
reopen it within the next two or three days. 


[White] Have people died today? 


[Egal] Yes, quite a number of people died. I don’t know 
the exact number on the other side, but as far as we are 
concerned about 15 people are wounded and eight died. 


[White] On your side? 


{Egal] On our side. But according to the information 
which has been given to me quite a lot of people on the 
other side have died. 


[White] And, prisoners? 


[Egal] We have got about 90 prisoners today. We caught 
90 prisoners today, including one of their very very 
senior colonels, one of the most evil men who were really 
responsible for all these things, for all the trouble that we 
were having, one of the men who was responsible for the 
whole thing. 


[White] Who is that? 


FBIS-AFR-95-009 
13 January 1995 


{Egal] His name is Husayne Dhere, they call him. 
[White] And you have captured him? 


[Egal] Well, we have got him. Yes, we have got him. He 
is in our hands. 


[White] And where is he now? 
{Egal] Along with other people, you know. He is in jail. 
[White] And what will happen to him? 


{Egal] Well, nothing unusual. We are not a bloodthirsty 
group, you know. We have got laws, and the law will take 
its (?natural course.) 


[White] So he will be tried or what? 


{Egal] He will be tried. Yes, definitely. He along with 
many others who are in our hands, and some who will—I 
hope—very soon be in our hands too will all be tried. 


[White] But you are claiming that the whole of Hargeysa 
has now been cleared of these rebels? 


[Egal] No, I am not claiming, you know. I am telling you 
that the whole of Hargeysa has been cleared from the 
hands of the militia and it is completely now, including 
the airport which is about 5 km out of the town, is in our 
hands, and we have completely cleaned the town. [end 
recording] 


Relief Agencies Suspend Work Over Hostage 


AB1201163595 Paris AFP in English 1629 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 12 (AFP)}— 
Relief agencies in Somalia suspended all non-emergency 
activities in Mogadishu at 6:00 P.M. (1500 GMT) 
Thursday [12 January] as kidnappers failed to release 
French aid worker Rudy Marcq. 


Negotiations among Somali elders were continuing, 
Pierre Gailien, the deputy chief of Marcq’s agency, 
International Action Against Famine (AICF) told AFP as 
the deadline passed. 


Marcaq, a 24-year-old single man from France’s Cham- 
pagne region, was abducted on December !|7 by gunmen 
who subsequently demanded reparations of 52,000 dol- 
lars from AICF in reparations for an attack on a vehi- 
cle—hired later by the agency—in which two Somalis 
were killed. 


International relief agencies set the 1500 GMT ulti- 
matum after the failure of lengthy negotiations for 
Marcq’s release. 
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Slow Healing of Mandela's Eyes Causing Concern 


A1B1201170795 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
10 Jan 9S p 1 


[FBIS Translated Text] There is great concern over the 
slow healing of President Nelson Mandela’s eyesight 
following his eye operation six months ago. While the 
operation was described as successful soon after it was 
carried out in July 1994, the president's eyes still cause 
him “tremendous” problems, and he virtually will not 
venture into strong light. 


Soon after the operation at the Morningside Clinic in 
Sandton last year, specialists already were expressing 
doubts over the method used to remove the cataract 
from President Mandela’s left eye. 


On 9 January, during the entire swearing-in ceremony of 
Sankie Mthembi-Nkondo as new housing minister and 
Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi as new deputy minister of 
welfare, President Mandela wore dark glasses. 


Photographers and cameramen had been requested 
beforehand not to use flash bulbs or other strong lighting. 
President Mandela also refused to have the ceremony 
take place in the garden. 


The president's tear glands were affected by the high 
alkalinity of the limestone on Robben Island. 


W. Cape ANC Ordered To Get ’House in Order’ 


MB1201171095 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela has 
told the ANC in the Western Cape [Province] to get their 
house in order or face disaster in the coming local 
government elections. 


Senior sources within the ANC who attended the party’s 
national conference in Bloemfontein last month have 
confirmed that President Mandela mei personally with 
the Western Cape delegation. Irregularities and tensions 
in the province became clear when provincial delegates 
arrived with different lists of nominees to represent the 
region on the National Executive Committee. 


President Mandela also accused certain members of 
[words indistinct]. 


Personality Clashes Cause ANC-Civics Tension 


MB1301131095 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Jan 95 p 7 


[Report by Charmeela Bhagowat] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Personality and not policy clashes 
between ANC and South African National Civic Organi- 
sation [SANCO] leaders who emerged after the national 
election have been cited as the major cause of tension 
between the political organisation and the civic body. 
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Gauteng SANCO President Ali Maziya said on 
Wednesday the problem was more severe in other regions, 
such as the Eastern Cape, than in Gauteng. He said while 
the matter was now politically clouded, individual differ- 
ences were mostly to blame for the “serious tensions”. 


Maziya said it seemed as though people who “did not see 
eye to eye” before the start of the transition process were 
now finding it difficult to work together on the same 
committees. 


He said the organisations’ regional leadership would meet 
soon with a view to finding ways of resolving the “misun- 
derstanding within the leadership’. He said the differences 
between the organisations’ Gauteng leadership had been 
managed effectively, but only because they did not have 
such great ideological or policy disagreements. 


“The differences have nothing to do with the organisa- 
tion, but with inferiority complexes of the new emerging 
leadership,” he said, adding that regional leaders seemed 
to be vying for popularity. 


Maziya said he believed the tensions would decrease 
after the local government elections due in October and 
would not derail the elections. The tensions are not 
within ordinary people on the street or even members of 
the organisations, but within the leadership. So even 
though they may hinder the programme of the election 
they will not be able to do serious damage to it. “The 
people on the ground do not even understand what we 
(the leadership) are fighting over,” he said. 


Tension between the two organisations manifested itself 
in a dispute last month when SANCO leaders contested 
seats on the Greater Pretoria Transitional Metropolitan 
Council along with ANC-endorsed candidates. 


That issue is still being resolved, but Maziya said a 
SANCO document outlining strategy on how to build 
good relations between the two organisations would be 
released before the end of the month, after regional 
leaders from both organisations had discussed the issue. 


Ex-APLA Members Upbeat Over Military 
Integration 

MB1201202695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2006 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


[Report by Greg Arde] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ladysmith Jan 12 SAPA— 
Former black guerrillas who once terrorised sectors of 
white society are being successfully integrated in the new 
National Defence Force. Optimism about the new force 
was expressed this week by several former cadres of the 
Azanian Peoples’ Liberation Army [APLA], among an 
intake of 350 at 5 South African Infantry Battalion in 
Ladysmith, KwaZulu/Natal. 


APLA, the armed wing of the Pan Africanist Congress, 
was responsible for numerous bombings, especially in 
the old Cape Province, before the first all-race elections 
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in April last year. The force, which sowed fear and 
loathing in most white circles, was often labelled as 
nothing more than a band of racist killers. The officer 
commanding the troops in Ladysmith, Col Peter 
Smythe, this week had nothing but praise for the men 
whose training he will oversee for the next six months. 
“The troops are positive, receptive, tidy and a pleasure 
to work with,” he said, adding they were the camp’s 
second intake of former cadres and integration was 
becoming easier as experience grew. 


Col Smythe said the first intake, former members of the 
national peace-keeping force, had given officers “a few 
grey hairs” by complaining about pay and going absent 
without leave (“their AWOL mania”, in his words). Since 
then the integration system had been changed to accom- 
modate soldiers from a wide range of militias and combine 
the Eastern training of former guerrillas with the Western 
standards of the former South African Defence Force. One 
of the main problems was differences in command and 
control structures in the various forces. Some former 
cadres interpreted orders as harassment. 


Former APLA cadres interviewed said they were happy 
with integration but expressed misgivings atout “low 
wages”. Rfn [rifleman] Tembisile Dingile, 25, of 
Umtata, said he had been trained as a non- 
commissioned officer [NCO] in the old Transkei 
Defence Force. He was generally pleased with integra- 
tion but wanted his NCO experience recognised. 


Rfn Mfumba Siqalo, 25, of Mdantsane near East 
London, said of integration: “It’s good but we are being 
treated like recruits. I was a sergeant in APLA. We have 
grievances, but we accept it. 


“The orders are executed in Afrikaans which we don’t 
understand and then we are punished, but we hope 
things will change.” 


Asked if he thought his former comrades who did not 
qualify for integration posed a threat to society, Rfn 
Sigalo said: ““They jump a counter. They are fundraising 
(a euphemism for armed robbery). You can’t suffer 
fokall (fuck-all) if you have military training.” 


Police Warn Chinese Mafia Real Threat’ 


MB1201170995 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town police have con- 
firmed that the Chinese Mafia or triads are involved in 
the perlemoen [abalone] war at Horston, and that per- 
lemoen are being swapped for drugs. 


Police spokesman Colonel Raymond Dowd said the 
triads are becoming a real threat to South Africa. He said 
they were also involved in the smuggling of Col. Dowd 
said the triads would have to be stopped before they took 
over all the major crime syndicates in this country. 


South African Press Review for 12 Jan 
MB1201134995 
[Editorial Report] 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
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SOWETAN 


Police Commissioner Departure Welcome—‘Not too 
many tears will be shed when controversial Police Com- 
missioner General Johan van der Merwe calls it a day on 
March 31,” says a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 12 January. His departure 
places the careers of other police chiefs under him with 
dubious reputations “in the balance.” Van der Merwe 
has the support of the rank and file “of the past regime. 
He led them through the days when police did the dirty 
work for politicians. For that reason his going will be met 
with considerable glee and relief by many.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Police Commissioner Retires Amid ’Thanks, Respect’— 
The early retirement of Police Commissioner Johan van 
der Merwe “‘was inevitable” according to Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 12 January in a page 4 
editorial. But “the way it has happened is part of the 
continuing miracle of this country’s transition.” He is 
retiring ““amid mutual expressions of thanks and respect. 
This may well te simply a face-saving device for both. Bui 
it is not what either may have expected four years ago.” 
The way his departure has been handled “should promote 
reconciliation within the service while doing nothing to 
stir right-wing militancy inside or outside the force.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Police Commissioner Retirement ’Loss’ to Country—The 
early retirement of Police Commissioner Johan van der 
Merwe “‘is a loss to the police and the country,” according to 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 11 January in 
its page 6 editorial. Safety and Security Minister Mufamadi 
started the New Year by announcing that new national and 
regional police commissioners “more ‘representative’ of 
South Africa’s population would be appointed this year” so 
General Van der Merwe “has no option but to quit.” THE 
CITIZEN advises Minister Mufamadi not to “get rid of 
experienced generals because they are white.” If Mufamadi 
must reorganize the force he “must give priority to experi- 
ence and merit.” 


THE STAR 


Call for Government To Get ‘Serious’ About Tackling 
Crime—Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 12 
January in a page | 2 editorial says it is “good news” that 
Justice Minister Dullah Omar has promised to tackle 
crime “ ‘head on’.”’ But the government needs to make it 
clear to all elements of the justice system—the police, the 
courts, the prisons, and the criminals themselves—that 
“it really means business.” “The way not to do it is to 
allow secret, drawn-out departmental inquiries into 
gross official negligence, whether it be bungled investi- 
gations as in the recent Johannesburg cocaine swoop, the 
remarkable case of the Vlakplaas colonel who was 
allowed a life of luxury.” 
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Angola 


Savimbi on UNITA Factions, Lusaka Protocol 


LD1201113895 Lisbon RTP-2 Television Network in 
Portuguese 2156 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[Report on “exclusive” interview with UNITA President 
Jonas Savimbi by journalist Jose Manuel Batata-! eyo in 
Bailundo, north of Huambo city, on 31 December 
1994—recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] [passage 
omitted] Tonight’s program is about Angola and 
includes an exclusive interview with UNITA President 
Dr. Jonas Savimbi. [passage omitted] We would like to 
point out that in one of his answers the UNITA president 
refers to Executive Outcomes. We would remind you 
that this is the company proven to have provided mer- 
cenaries and advisers to the Angolan government forces. 
The interview was conducted by jou-nalist Jose Manuel 
Barata-Feyo. Good evening, Jose Manuel. [passage 
omitted] Your previous visit was in 1992. What were the 
greatest differences you noted now in relation to that 
time? 


[Feyo] The first surprise concerned the relationship 
between the UNITA rank-and-file and visitors. They 
have lost much of their military bearing, much of the 
discipline that were once the hallmark of the UNITA 
soldier. There is also a new phenomenon which is 
typically African but would have been unthinkable years 
ago—to see UNITA activists, UNITA soldiers begging 
for anything and everything from visitors. [passage 
omitted] 


[Announcer] What about Dr. Jonas Savimbi’s status 
within UNITA? Is he a weakened leader? 


{Feyo] He remains undeniably the president of UNITA. 
But there seems to have been a dilution of power. In the 
past everything was referred back to Dr. Jonas Savimbi 
and in the last analysis decided by him. This time we felt 
that a substantial part of the decisions connected, for 
example, with the presence of the journalists, were made 
by other members of the UNITA leadership. Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi seems to have adopted a more presidential 
stance, leaving the running of everyday matters and the 
administration of the territories occupied by UNITA to 
the rest of the leadership. In short I would say that, in 
political terms, in terms of political power, there has 
been a kind of democratization within UNITA. 


[Announcer] [passage omitted] Who was present at this 
interview? 


[Feyo] [passage omitted] Practically all the members of 
the UNITA leadership present in the interior of Angola 
at the time were there, and also Generals Ben-Ben and 
Bock. Among them was UNITA Culture Minister Jaka 
Jamba. thought to have been captured by government 
forces during the battle for Huambo; Abel Chivukuvuku, 
former foreign minister wounded during the Luanda 
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massacre and retained in Luanda until he managed to 
escape from government custody in Zambia at the time 
of the signing of the Lusaka Protocol; General Paulo 
Gato, UNITA’s head of government and alleged to be a 
member of the troika which supposedly ousted Jonas 
Savimbi—the others being Secretary-General Eugenio 
Manuvakola and Ambassador to Geneva Joao Vahekeni; 
UNITA Information Minister Jorge Valentim, also 
thought to have died in the battle for Huambo, currently 
involved in work concerning the Lusaka Protocol; 
finally, Marcial da Chala, the UNITA provincial secre- 
tary in Huambo, the equivalent to provincial governor. 


Also present at the interview were General Bock, current 
head of the UNITA operational strategic command, and 
General Ben-Ben, chief of the General Staff of the 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FALA]. 


[Begin recording] [Feyo] We would like to start by asking 
how you are? 


{[Savimbi] Very well. 


[Feyo] The question is not just a formality but relates to 
all the recent reports about alleged attacks on your life, 
surgery, and others. You have had no problems? 


[Savimbi] I never have had any problems, thank God. I 
have no problems. I think rumor-mongering is part of 
politics, bad politics really, but part of politics all the 
same. 


[Feyo] So, you did not undergo surgery in Morocco as 
reported, nor in Sao Tome e Principe, you were not 
convalescing in Portugal, and you were not under the 
care of French surgeons? 


[Savimbi] First, had I gone to Portugal to convalesce I 
would no doubt have been thrown in jail. Regarding 
Morocco, I have not left Angola since 1992, therefore it 
is not true. I have never been wounded and I enjoy good 
health. 


[Feyo] You said you would go to prison if you went to ... 


[Savimbi, interrupting] Oh yes, if I went to Portugal, in 
view of our good relations with Cavaco Silva, I would be 
bound to convalesce in jail. 


[Feyo] [passage omitted] Regarding the bombardment in 
which General (Fuma) died... 


[Savimbi, interrupting] I was not there. That was on 30 
June. I was not there either. 


[Feyo] Still in that connection, your enemies say Gen 
(Fuma) did not die in the bombardment but was later 
executed on your orders. Can you confirm this? 


[Savimbi] No. Why should that be so? If the targeting 
was done by electronic means [pauses] ... What hap- 
pened was that the first bomb dropped by their aircraft 
was a precision hit on the signals building, and abso- 
lutely no-one escaped. So it is obvious that as signals 
chief he was no exception. 
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[Feyo] Dr. Savimbi, have there been any further 
attempts by the Angolan Government to eliminate you? 


[Savimbi] Well, I believe that it is an integral part of the 
policy of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola [MPLA), and for a president of the republic that 
amounts to an admission of personal defeat. He is unable 
to accept confrontation with me, because he could not 
cope. So he has to resort to whai I regard as Mafia-like 
methods. But there is nothing I can do to change Dos 
Santos’s political ethos. 


[Feyo] Let us talk about your political health. One of the 
latest reports circulating in Europe was that Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi is no longer the president of UNITA, having 
been replaced by a troika made up of the ambassador to 
Geneva, Secretary-Ge' eral Eugenio Manuvakola, and 
General Paulo Gato. Are you still president of UNITA, 
Dr. Savimbi? 


[Savimbi] You would do better to ask my colleagues if 
there is another president. 


[Feyo] We have had the opportunity of meeting with 
them here, and we have just filmed them, but at any rate 
we would like to have confirmation from you that we are 
indeed interviewing the UNITA president. 


[Savimbi] We have no palace coups in UNITA. Should 
my colleagues wish to change the party leadership they 
can do so, but through our own institutions. We have 
had no congress to that end, so that too amounts to 
speculation which is part and parcel of the MPLA’s 
strategy. The MPLA would like UNITA to have a 
president they could manipulate. But that ts not easy. 
After 30 plus years of struggle this particular horseman 
cannot be easily dismounted. No, none of that is true, it 
is all speculation. 


[Feyo] Be that as it may, you did tell LIBERATION in 
the interview you granted them that UNITA is currently 
going through its deepest crisis since it was created 28 
years ago, and that the path you advocate is no longer the 
only path advocated within UNITA? What crisis were 
you referring to, and what other paths are there, repre- 
sented by whom? 


[Savimbi] I belicve that when a party is on the crest of a 
wave, so to speak, it is naturally much easier to build a 
consensus around victory, it is much easier to forge ideas 
and opinions into a single whole. But when there are 
difficulties, when there are setbacks—military setbacks, 
for example, which we must acknowledge because they 
did happen, they are no fabrication—a certain capacity 
for crisis management is required. This is because when 
we are confronted with setbacks, we must open up the 
spectrum of opinions in our soundings so that we 
become aware of the positions of varied comrades. So 
today we do not have in UNITA a unified stance 
regarding the Lusaka Protocol. We have various stances. 
This does not mean that we have factions in our midst; 
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we simply have currents of opinion regarding Lusaka. 
Some accept it, others don’t. 


[Feyo] And can we know their names? 


{[Savimbi] That is not important, because it is a very 
wide-ranging debate. In the last three days, for example, 
we have been engaged in soundings, in the ongoing 
debate I just mentioned, and | am perfectly willing to 
accept the existence of varying ideas, different from 
mine. I have been saying that my approach to the 
Angolan situation is ideological in character, as it must 
be, but that riy conduct as UNITA president is political 
in character. So, my viewpoint, my appraisal of the facts, 
might be totally different, but as far as the life of the 
party is concerned I must accommodate all points of 
view, I must listen to everyone. Only thus can I manage 
the crisis, for there is such a crisis. 


[Feyo] Is this crisis solely and exclusively the result of the 
military setbacks suffered by UNITA in recent umes? 


{[Savimbi] Yes, but not just that. First ... 
[Feyo, interrupting] What are the other factors? 


{[Savimbi] The elections. Since the elections it has 
become necessary for us to congregate the various view- 
points in order to become a force once again. And so we 
kept going. Now, with these military advances, there 
have also been doubters here and there. When the 
Lusaka Protocol was published, certain flaws in the 
Protocol became evident. Nobody can deny this. All of 
this forced me to become an apprentice of the art of 
reconciling varying viewpoints. 


{[Feyo} Which viewpoints are held by the leadership 
members you, as UNITA president, would rather not 
name? 


[Savimbi] Well that is unimportant, because they are not 
constantly expressing differing views. [passage omitted] 
They are not systematically in opposition, so they do not 
represent factions. [passage omitted] 


{[Feyo] So can we conclude that you were blamed politi- 
cally for the electoral ucfeat, and are now being blamed 
militarily for losing the battles for Huambo and Uige? 


[Savimbi] No, no, no. Accepting responsibility is my 
choice. My choice. Nobody has [pauses] ... There has 
been no congress, no conference, no meeting at which 
anyone stood up to blame me. In particular, regarding 
the elections we are all adamant that fraud did indeed 
take place. And in October 1993 it was I who forced the 
party to accept the election result, at a conference 
attended by Dr. Fatima Roque and many other repre- 
sentatives. So no, I have never been called to account, 
but I have to draw the relevant conclusions from the 
facts. 


[Feyo] You always said, and specifically to RTP in 
various interviews, that UNITA would never fall into the 
trap of conventional warfare froni which it has nothing 
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to gain and everything to lose. That being the case, what 
is the explanation for UNITA falling into the traps of the 
battles for Huambo and for Uige, to name but two? 


[Savimbi] No, not traps, because there has been a certain 
evolution in the capacity of our armed forces. Moreover, 
the MPLA alone would never be able to defeat UNITA 
in Huambo or even in Uige. The fact that it did so was 
largely due to the role played by mercenaries, South 
African mercenaries. That ts a well-known fact. Their 
massive presence here has been denounced rot just by 
ourselves but also by the State Department. Tony Lake, 
President Clinton's security adviser, also denounced the 
mercenaries when he arrived ni Luanda. He was 
speaking about the two sides, but since there are no 
mercenaries in our midst we know which side he was 
talking about. 


And then there were the tanks, the tanks they bought 
from Russia. All this created a certain military imbal- 
ance. This is why they managed to capture Huambo and 
Uige. But, as I said in my address this afterrioon, who 
can say that those are definitive victories? I think they 
are not. 


[Feyo] You mean the military victories? 


[Savimbi] Certainly. They are not definitive. Unless the 
MPLA truly has the political will not to return to 
large-scale warfare, its victories will prove ephemeral, 
both in Huambo and in Uige. Who can guarantee that 
tomorrow UNITA will not recapture Huambo and Uige? 
No-one can guarantee that. The only guarantee would be 
the political will not to resort to war once again. But if 
war continues to be the MPLA’s overriding consider- 
ation, there are huge possibilities that UNITA will once 
again take control of Huambo and Uige. 


[Feyo] What importance do you attribute to the Souih 
African mercenaries in the turn that war developments 
have taken in Angola in recent times? The general idea 
one is left with is that there has been a change; either the 
government troops have improved a lot, or UNITA has 
deteriorated a lot. 


[Savimbi] No. Our view is that recourse to mercenaries 
is an ugly thing. [passage omitted] After all the MPLA 
only manages to hold on to power with the help of 
mercenaries. It is only with the help of Cubans and 
Russians that they have held on to power for all this 
time. When did they ever go it alone? And now here are 
the mercenaries again. One wonders whether the MPLA 
possess any patriotic capacity of its own? And therein 
lies my assurance, my deepest guarantee, that if the 
MPLA persists with the war, it will lose the war. It will be 
just a matter of time. They have never gone it alone. The 
MPLA has always had the help of someone, of merce- 
naries, be they Cubans, Russians, or South Africans. 
[passage omitted] 


This situation is a little sad because it places something 
of a question mark on the role that president Mandela 
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could play. I did not desire this, nor do the Angolans, and 
UNITA activisis least of all. He is a patriot with the 
record to prove it. No one can doubt President Man- 
dela’s goodwill. A man who spent 27 years in jail would 
not wish to see others in a similar situation. But this 
matter of Executive Outcomes, with which I do not 
believe Mandela has any involvement, casts a shadow on 
Mandela’s participation. And that is a pity, because he 
could play a very important role here. [passage omitted] 


{Feyo] To conclude what we might call the first part of 
the interview, what after all was the true reason for your 
year-long near-disappearance in terms of the interna- 
tional media? 


[Savimbi] That wa: deliberate, because ... 
[Feyo, interrupting] What was the reason? 


{Savimbi] ... because I believe there 1s nothing to compel 
me to satisfy the requests of either friends or foes. I must 
decide for myself what I want to do as a politician. OK? 
So | am only interested in communicating, with you, for 
example, if | wish to do so. In your specific case, for 
example, | had a request from Dr. Morgado, and that 
was the only reason I agreed to it. [passage omitted] I was 
quite amused sometimes to think that if my silence 
serves to confuse others, then it is a good thing. 


[Feyo] You will agree with me that, politically—and both 
domestically and internationally—the silencing of a 
voice which people were accustomed to hear in both the 
Angolan and international arenas was bound to lead to 
speculation. Can we be told, or seek to ascertain, the 
reasoning that led you to voluntarily silence your voice 
and keep your whereabouts secret these past |2 months? 


[Savimbi] I had no reason to speak, so I did not. What 
was I to say? I had no reason to say anything. So, for 
example, when I recently decided—and it was I alone 
who decided this; the pressures brought to bear upon me 
from representatives, from the party, had absolutely no 
effect—I just decided that I would speak to a French 
newspaper. That was my decision alone. And subse- 
quently friends like Dr. Morgado persuaded me that I 
ought to receive you, Mr. Barata-Feyo, with whom I was 
already acquainted, and I agreed. So, when I have 
nothing to say there is no need for me to contact the 
media. [passage omitted] 


[Feyo] Will there or will there not be peace in Angola? 
Or, to phrase it better and speaking only of the present, 
is there or is there not peace in Angola now? 


{Savimbi] I expect you did not have the chance to hear 
my address to the nation earlier today at 1300 hours, 
today 31 December. This is a very complicated and 
totally chancy matter. How can it be said that there is 
now peace in Angola when there are cease-fire violations 
every day. On 23 December—-23 December 1994, to be 
precise—they captured Quindeje. So how can I truth- 
fully say that there is peace. 
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Moreover, peace is not just the silencing of weapons. 
Peace must be the result of a political will to advance 
toward peace. But when we see constant preparations on 
the other side—recruiting, inclusion of demobilized 
troops in the MPLA armed forces, receipt of consign- 
ments of war equipment, all manner of preparations—I 
cannot speak of peace. What peace is that after all? The 
peace of a legal document known as the Lusaka Pro- 
tocol? That is nothing. 


Angolans necessarily want peace, but for that to happen 
it is necessary for the MPLA, which at present is in a 
position of strength—we must accept that, and accepting 
it humiliates us in no way whatsoever—it is necessary for 
the MPLA to really show through its deeds that it wants 
peace. But what we are seeing every day is that the 
MPLA wants war. So I would be deceiving the Angolan 
people and the entire world if I were to say that there is 
peace. Would that there were! 


[Feyo] So, if I understood you rightly, there is a legal 
document but there is no political will on the MPLA’s 
part to go ahead with the peace process? 


[Savimbi] Precisely. All the evidence we see, to put it in 
a nutshell, is that the MPLA wants to continue the war. 


[Feyo] What about UNITA? 


[Savimbi] If they fight, what can we do? Make peace on 
our own? I have often recalled what our New York 
representative Samondo is always saying, that it takes 
two to tango. It takes a boy and a girl, of course, only in 
this case I do not know who the girl is. [passage omitted] 


[Feyo] The question of war and peace in Angola is linked 
to the United Nations, increasingly so in the interna- 
tional arena at least. Are you happy with the mechanisms 
envisaged for Angola by the United Nations—namely, 
the number of blue helmets and observers? 


[Savimbi] Well, that is taking us too far. We should first 
ponder upon what will happen between now and 8 
February, because there are no blue helmets here; there 
are only unarmed observers, and they carinot keep the 


peace. 
[Feyo] I was referring to both observers and blue hel- 
mets. 

[Savimbi] But blue helmets only after 8 February. 
[Feyo] Exactly. 

{Savimbi] So what will happen between now and then? 
[Feyo}] What do you think will happen, Dr. Savimbi? 


[Savimbi] I don’t know. The process is so flawed that 
even at the point of its conception no account was taxen 
of the fact that there was a war going on here. And if 
there was a war going on, you should not leave the two 
sides alone from 20 November 1994 to 8 February 1995. 
What are people to do for all that time? Stare at one 
another like dummies? 
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I do not believe that the international community really 
wants to bring about peace here in Angola. They have 
always gone for a peace on the cheap here in Angola. 
They built an extremely cheap democracy, and we Ango- 
lans have had to pay very dearly for such a democracy, 
which I call a military dictatorship. They did things 
differently in Mozambique. Things went very well in 
Mozambique. And not only ... 


[Feyo, interrupting] Did they not learn from the Angolan 
case? 


[Savimbi] Certainly. They themselves said so, it is not 
just me saying it. Everyone at the United Nations said 
they do not want to repeat in Mozambique the mistakes 
they made in Angola. Only we would rather not have 
been the guinea pigs, with them first experimenting here 
and then doing things properly in Somalia [as heard] or 
in Mozambique. 


[Feyo] What were the main mistakes made by the United 
Nations here in Angolaz? 


{[Savimbi] They would not invest the necessary means to 
ensure freedom from bias in the process. And there was 
bias. 


{[Feyo] They were economical with the means, so to 
speak? 


[Savimbi] Maybe not. Maybe there was a deliberate 
intention to favor the MPLA. 


[Feyo] But who in the international community—and 
for what reason—would be interested in showing favor- 
itism toward a party which, in terms of international 
opinion, was viewed unsympatfet.cally by most coun- 
tries, certainly by the United States? What led them, 
what led the international community to suddenly shift 
position? 


[Savimbi] Oil. 
[Feyo] Basically oil? 


[Savimbi] Oil. And oil will always be our enemy. But we 
cannot be born in another country. 


{[Feyo] What about political and ideological issues? 
[Savimbi] They are of no importance. 


[Feyo] How about what people said of UNITA’s lack of 
pragmatism? Should that not be taken into account? 


[Savimbi] No, no, no. It was the oil. There was nothing 
on our part, no failing. So OK, those who sold the oil, or 
those who paid for the oil in advance, could not conceive 
of dealing with another government that would not pay, 
because we would refuse. Why should we pay what we do 
not owe? [passage omitted] 


[Feyo] You have just said that you are one of those who 
has the greatest reservations regarding the Lusaka Pro- 
tocol. Does this mean the Protocol was signed without 
your full agreement? 
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[Savimbi] Not me, therefore I had to [pauses] ... 1 said 
this at the beginning. I made my position clear. I have to 
have an ideological position or a political position. My 
political position is to manage the party’s affairs, 
UNITA’s affairs: they are not my affairs. 


Therefore I think that in the interest of UNITA itself, it 
would be necessary for us to remain in the process, as we 
are doing, because we wish to continue in the process. 
But this does not stop my personal feelings from telling 
me and my conscience that the process is bad. It is worse 
than Bicesse. It is bad, very bad. [passage indistinct: 
Savimbi and Feyo talk at the same time] 


[Feyo] What is it in the protocol which makes you have 
all these reservations? 


[Savimbi] [Words indistinct] First, there was a lot of 
pressure from the Security Council, and this does not 
Sorrespond to any public rule of international law. That 
was an invention. Within a context such as that of 
Angola, to intervene has nothing to do with its security. 
We have to accept this was a position of force, an abuse 
of force. So, public international law does not speak of 
parties; it speaks of countries. He~e there was no conflict 
with other countries; it isan in) \*1 problem involving 
the Angolan family, so the UN *« -city Council resolu- 
tion was an abuse of force. 


We did not learn about international law here in Angola 
or in Africa; it was in Europe with the Europeans. 
{[Morocco’s] King Hassan II used to say we have to 
invent another type of public international law specifi- 
cally for the case of Angola. 


Second, it has already been seen that in Angola the UN 
action was coutested not only by UNITA but also by 
other opposition parties at the time. They now lack the 
means or space to express their disagreement with that 
behavior. Even so, I heard the interviews given by 
Holden Roberto [leader of the National Liberation Front 
of Angola—FNLA], by Daniel Chipenda [former presi- 
dential candidate supported by Angolan National Dem- 
ocratic Party—PNDA], and they continue to criticize 
that attitude. 


Therefore, if they had wanted to take into consideration 
our opinion, for what it is worth, they should have taken 
a grip of the process from the outset. Why did the blue 
berets who [words indistinct] were leaving Mozambique 
not come here? We have had to wait one or two months 
for them to come here, and in the meantime the MPLA 
continues to take positions. 


[Feyo] So in your opinion the MPLA has managed to 
manipulate the international community and the United 
Nations itself through the oil. 


[Savimbi] There are other factors. Third, everything is 
being done, and it was also against the will of the 
members, as the world must know. When Beye was here 
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on 28 October—he was in Huambo on 28 October—we 
held severa' meetin ss of the Political Commission which 
gave its views. 


It was unanimous in the UNITA delegation that there 
should be no return to Lusaka, so we had to overrule the 
Political Commission’s decision and take responsibility 
at leadership level to send our delegation to sign, or to 
initial, the Protocol. When the Proiocol was signed on 31 
October 1994, a proof of goodwill, of go0c faith should 
have been given, but instead Huambo was taken nine 
days later. This was enough to show that the MPLA was 
not serious about the process. These are the facts which 
lead me to say that the process is no good. 


Another point: Some sort of ruse was later created to 
declare a cease-fire, on 15 November 1994, and on 17 
November Uige was taken, and so on. So how can I 
believe in such a process built on bad faith and ruses. 


[Feyo] So in your opinion, and based on your appraisal 
of the current situation in Angola, the outlook is much 
more one of war than peace? 


{[Savimbi] No. It would not be that. | am saying—and 
this is what I am repeating, and it is what I said in my 
statement—that the process is not on the right track. The 
process is fragile. So if anyone wants to help the Ango- 
lans, not by lying, but to realize peace, they should get a 
grip on the process now. It has not left the rails yet, but 
it is in the process of doing so. [passage omitted]. 


[Feyo] So, if I understand you, the question of Lusaka 
can be summarized as follows: As a legal document it will 
possibly do if complemented by the poiitical will, but 
you do not believe that this political will exists, at least 
with respect to the MPLA. ‘s that it? 


[Savimbi] Not just that. To speak with the maximum of 
moderation and a desire to inflict the minimum of 
humiliation, it has to be said that the international 
cominunity interfered in the matter of Angola. Well, now 
that they have inierfered they should be honest with the 
Angolans [words indistin~i]. They should not make us 
sign the Protocol and then leave a long period with a lack 
of tools and mechanisms to implement peace. That is 
what I am saying. 


Why do they leave us face to face, when the MPLA is 
constantly taking positions, when they say that UNITA 
no longer has any strength and that UNITA is weak. 
Why? Because that greatly hinders the implementation 
of peace. 


The MPLA thinks that by taking Huambo or Uige it is 
winning. It seems not to have learned any lessons. If it 
had learned any lessons it would see that the fact that it 
has taken Huambo, Uige, Cuito, and Cuanavale, has not 
brought any peace to Angola. 


By humiliating us to that extent, this is making the 
UNITA leadership’s position more difficult. How are we 
going to face our soldiers or otiicers for them and ask 
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them to respect the Protocol? They will reply, because 
they are intelligent, by asking what we are doing? Viola- 
tions, violations, and more violations, they say, and you 
want us to go to the confinement areas? We are not 


going. [passage omitted] 


[Feyo] Regarding the United Nations, you told LIBER- 
ATION that you would not meet with Dr. Beye again. 
Will this not mean cutting links with the United 
Nations? 


[Savimbi] No. We were here with our repre sentative, 
Ambassador Samakuva. I sent a message to Beye. He can 
come. They are small arguments. He spoke badly. But he 
is an official, not a politician, so that matter can be 
ignored. He can come. 


[Feyo] So can we say that from this point you are willing 
to receive Dr. Beye? 


{Savimbi] Absolutely. He can come, he can come. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


[Feyo] What are conditions like for those living around 
the cities of Huambo and Uige? 


[Savimbi] These are also problems which worry us 
because this year it is raining heavily. The people who 
left these cities are out 11 the open. They have no shelter, 
no warm clothes, no food. And what can we do? Not 
much, just appeal to international and humanitarian 
organizations to give support to these people. 


But this is also proof that where the MPLA goes, the 
population does 1 ot stay but moves out. We hope people 
will do more than bow to sovereignty and legality, 
because Western philosophy is full of contradictions. 
One minute they talk of human rights, then about 
legalities, at other times about sovereignties. For 
example, what are human rights in the light of what is 
happening now in Chechnya? Russia can bomb and kill 
civilians, but human rights issues are taken up against 
Somalia? Is there one standard of human rights for the 
weak and another for the strong? The weak have to 
observe human rights and the strong do not? 


[Feyo] Can it not be considered innocence in terms of 
international politics to consider that it is inevitable that 
this should happen? 


[Savimbi] No. But even if it were, there is something I 
am adamant about: in Angola the Angolans should rule, 
and if they say this is what led to UNITA’s defeat, so be 
it. It is not enough to be leader in Futungo, it is necessary 
to be a symbol. Perhaps to be a leader in Fusungo is not 
much—anyone could do the job—-but to be a symbol it is 
more important. We represent the wish of the Angolan 
people to be complete.y free and independent and to 
relate to other nations with dignity. 


Having said this, if we have to have the first and last 
word here, and we relate to other nations based on that 
premise, then that is what all countries do. If that means 
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we have to postpone ruling the country for 50 years, then 
we prefer to be a symbol and not a caricature. 


[Feyo] Even if this means as a last resort, hypothetically, 
a sort of political suicide? 


[Savimbi] Political suicide, no. I think all individuals 
who manage to win are those who above all have the 
backing and support of the population. [passage indis- 
tinct] Today perhaps they fear the tanks, fear the planes, 
but in 10 or 15 years time? I am not one of those African 
politicians w.iio wants things to happen today so they can 
put up their statue; I am just an individual who wants to 
conceive Angola in 10, 20 years time. 'n 29 vears time 
this country will be something. 


[Feyo] You spoke of relations b= »<en /ngola and 
abroad. Naturally I will ask you abu. «*ati_ ns between 
UNITA and Portugal. 


[Savimbi] Things may be difficult, but I said in a long 
conversation I had with UNITA diplomats that I do not 
think it is necessary always to have tense relations with 
Portugal. There is no point. There is no point. We have 
this conflict started by Portuguese journalisis relating to 
war materiel sold to Portugal [pauses) ... to Luanda while 
the triple zero was in force banning the sale of weapons 
to both sides of the Angolan conflict. There is no point in 
being obstinate. 


Portugal should understand us. All Angolans understand 
that relations with Portugal are important, not just 
because of the language and the culture but also because 
of blood ties. Our position is that we are an adult people. 
If we are independent we have to deal with Portugal on 
a basis of mutual respect. To respect Portugal means 
letting Portugal resolve its own problems in Portugal 
without our interference and vice-versa—here in Angola 
we will decide what we want to do. 


Given this position, therefore, I see no point in main- 
taining an obstinate tension with [Portuguese Prime 
Minister] Cavaco Silva’s government. He sees Angola in 
his own way and we see it our way, as Angolans. They 
will continue to talk, and badly, but also through igno- 
rance. What after all does Cavaco Silva know about 
Angola? What does [Portuguese Foreign Minister] 
Durao Barroso know about Angola? Only what he has 
heard from Luanda, but does he know anything from 
deep in Angolan territory? [passage omitted] 


[Feyoj Are relations better with the president? 


[Savimbi] This is also gossip from Portugal. They want 
to put President Mario Soares on our side. It is also 
argued that Cavaco Silva is on the MPLA’s side. That is 
not important. For me it is unimportant. 


President Mario Soares is a sufficiently strong politiciar., 
knows what he should do, and does not need UNITA’s 
support. Whether Cavaco needs the MPLA I do not 
know. But I would like to say that we should demystify 
our rclations with Mario Soares. Those relations depend 
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simply on one fact, and not just with us: He received all 
Angolans at a time when Cavaco Silva was turning the 
question of meeting us into a big issue. 


It was not only Savimbi who visited Belem [Portuguese 
president’s residence] but also Chipenda, Pinto Andrade 
[former leader of Democratic Renewal Party], every- 
body. The Portuguese president wanted to understand 
the different Angolan voices. It is this friendliness that he 
has, not just for UNITA but for all Angolans. This is not 
the case with Cavaco Silva. [passage omitted] 


[Feyo] Does UNITA accept Portugal’s future participa- 
tion in the Angolan peace process? 


[Savimbi] We are going to send a delegation to Portugal 
very soon to discuss with the Portuguese Government 
this scandal of arms sales and to see how we are going to 
continue within the Joint Commission. 


[Feyo] Last question. UNITA fought the Cubans and the 
Soviets; it fought Luanda’s Marxism and fought for 
democracy. The Cubans have left, we know what hap- 
pened to the Soviets, Luanda has abandoned Marxism, 
and at least according to the United Nations, there is 
democracy in Angola. Why are UNITA and you still 
fighting? And for what ideals? 


{Savimbi] This is another mystery. UNITA did not fight, 
did not start fighting against anyone. There were 
demands for a revision of the electoral process, not just 
by UNITA but also by other parties, eight in all, because 
we believe there was fraud, there were mistakes, there 
was manipulation, but not a single shot was fired in 
Luanda or in the country. 


On 17 October 1992 [UN representative] Anstee 
declared the elections free and just. We contested this, 
but no shots were fired. It was not until 31 October and 
1 November that the MPLA launched what we called 
tribal genocide. Our leaders died. Even then shots were 
not fired by us. We were massacred. After all, what is 
life? Life is not a wish to give up. It is a wish to exist. Life 
is a wish to exist; not to give up. 


Therefore what did the world expect from us if we were 
provoked, if we were massacred? To accept that we are 
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finished and then say Amen to democracy? No! There- 
fore we are not fighting against democracy. 


But first an aside, a big aside. The MPLA has not 
changed. It has changed just like yesterday’s communist. 
How can it change today? It has not had time. What 
knowledge does it have of democracy? Go to Luanda 
please, watch TPA [Angolan state television] and listen 
to RNA [state radio] and see if they are not dens of lies 
engaged in brainwashing. 


Therefore it cannot be accepted that they ..ave changed. 
They remain communists. I do not believe they have 
changed. It was only a wish to live, a wish to exist to 
participate in the affairs of our own country, that led us 
to pick up our weapons. The others want to kill us. They 
do not want to [pauses] ... They do not want to coexist 
with us. What should we have done? 


Even in Huambo the first shot came from the MPLA, not 
from us. And the world wants to accept the lie. No. If it 
accepts the lie, never mind, it thinks it is history. 
[passage omitted] The truth exists as do the facts. They 
will surface as time goes by. 


So at the time we would never have picked up our 
weapons if our leaders had not been massacred. Also, 
what use is a party which does not react to the genocide 
of its own leaders and supporters? 


Second, when the MPLA accepts living with the others, 
not just UNITA but also with FNLA, why is the FNLA’s 
president in Paris? Why does he live there if he can live 
here. Daniel is always in Portugal. Why? They were 
veterans, they fought for the country’s independence. 
Something is wrong, not just regarding UNITA, but 
above all with regard to the MPLA. When the MPLA 
wants to coexist with the others, when we all want to be 
Angolans, the war will end. 


These are completely different objectives. To fight for 
democracy as we did and to fight communism as we did 
is one thing, but now we are fighting for our survival as 
men. This is a question of people’s lives. As everywhere 
in the world, this demands resistance. 


[Feyo] Dr. Savimbi, thank you very much for this 
interview. [end recording] 
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Liberia 


Peace Talks Deadlock, To Continue in Monrovia 


AB1201220095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 2000 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Four days of intensive deliber- 
ations in Accra could not move Liberian faction leaders 
who have gathered in the city at the conference table to 
conclude arrangements on who should serve on Liberia’s 
Council of State. The Liberian leaders are being asked to 
go back home, do their homework, and elect the fifth 
member of the council. Our correspondent, Augustina 
Apik, has this report: 


[Apik] Ghana’s minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Obed 
Asamoah, briefing newsmen on the talks, announced 
that the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] chairman Flight Lieutenant Rawlings has 
asked that the talks should continue in Monrovia until 
the fifth person to the Council of State is elected. Dr. 
Obed Asamoah said so far the four nominated persons to 
the Council of State are Chief Tamba Taylor, nominated 
by the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] and 
Ulimo [United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia]; Mr. Oscar Quiah for the Liberian National 
Council; Mr. Charles Taylor for the NPFL; and Lieu- 
tenant General Alhaji Koromah for Ulimo. The AFL 
{Armed Forces of Liberia] had nominated Major Gen. 
Hezekiah Bowen, while the coalition made up of LPC 
[Liberian Peace Council], LDF [Lofa Defense Council], 
CRC [Central Revolutionary Council], and Ulimo-J, 
nominated Dr. George Boley. One of the two was to have 
been elected through an electoral college of eight people, 
but the coalition disagreed with the procedure for the 
election, saying it lacked equity and fairness. Dr. Asa- 
moah reminded the parties of the need to reach a 
consensus within the next few days in order not to throw 
overboard the timetable to bring the situation in Liberia 
to normalcy: 


[Begin Asamoah recording] Now, that is not to say 
therefore that we are adjourning indefinitely, without 
(expectation) that parties concerned would resolve this 
question (?rapidly), taking into account the fact that we 
are [word indistinct] a schedule of implementation of the 
peace accord, and the whole process has to be completed 
by January 26 (?with the installation) of a an interim 
government. [passage indistinct] [end recording] 


While congratulating them for generally keeping the 
cease-fire (?0n hold), Mr. Asamoah appealed to all par- 
ties not to go back and do anything that would break the 
peace. 


Soon after the meeting adjourned, the leader of the 
NPFL, Mr. Charles Taylor, expressed disgust and disap- 
pointment at the failure of his people to see reason in 
bringing about peace. Mr. Charles Taylor expressed his 
readiness to go back to Monrovia to help bring peace to 


his people. He declared: I am prepared to die for the 
people. Members of the other factions were not available 
for comment. 


Niger 


Polls Close; 2 Violent Incidents Reported 


AB1201213395 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1900 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The early parliamentary elec- 
tions are over and a good number of polling stations are 
already closed and vote counting has begun. In principle, 
only a few polling stations should still be operating by 
now in line with directives issued this afternoon by the 
chairman of the National Electoral Commission [CNE] 
to offset delays recorded here and there in opening some 
stations. 


This said, voting took place generally without a major 
hitch in spite of technical and logistical problems. The 
most serious incident took place in the Tahoua Region 
where the Mayata Polling Station, 80 km southeast of 
Dabala, was attacked by armed men who managed to 
drive away. There were no deaths or injuries. However, 
an opposition candidate was stabbed. For further details, 
we rang up Ousmane Alhouseini, Tahoua prefect, a short 
while ago: 


[Begin recording] [Alhouseini] Indeed, we were informed 
by the Dakoro local authorities that a vehicle had been 
snatched at Mayata village, some 40 km from Dakoro 
and 75 km from Dabala. The vehicle belongs to an 
anti-AIDS project and was expected to bring back the 
election results for this locality. Now, we need further 
information because at Mayata there are two polling 
stations—one for Abalak and another for Tchin Taba- 
raden. The information we have indicates that the 
vehicle seized was that of Tchin Tabaraden—that is a 
vehicle belonging to the Tchin Tabaraden anti-AIDS 
project. For the time being, this is the only piece of 
information we have for you. 


[Unidentified correspondent] It seems it was a polling 
station that was attacked. 


[Alhouseini] Well, as I told you, we still don’t have all the 
details yet and what we have now was furnished by our 
neighbors of Dakoro. In fact, some security men made 
the trip, but they have not yet returned. 


[Correspondent] Mr. Prefect, there is also talk in your 
region of an incident in which a party candidate was 
stabbed. 


[Alhouseini] That is quite true. The incident took place 
at a polling station at (Kirgari), 15 km from Abalak. We 
therefore had to suspend work. Then, after the injured 
man was taken to the Abalak dispensary, we ordered the 
voting to continue. 
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{Correspondent} Now that the polling is over in most of 
the polling stations what is the atmosphere like now in 
your region? 


[Alhouseini] Well, we have gone round all the districts 
and the atmosphere is calm. Apart from the two inci- 
dents we have not recorded any other so far. [end 
recording] 


It should be noted that 774 candidates representing 15 
political parties are in contention in the poll which aims 
at electing new deputies to the 83-member National 
Assembly. The CNE and politicians are preparing for a 
sleepless night. The counting of votes will take place at 
the Sports Hall and the first results may be known in the 
course of this night. 


Nigeria 


Labor Unions Give Government Talks Ultimatum 


AB1201150595 Paris AFP in English 1207 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


{By Ade Obisesan]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, 12 Jan (AFP)}— 
Nigeria’s 41 industrial unions have given the military 
junta a two-week ultimatum to begin talks with their 
representatives or be ready to face industrial action, an 
official union source said Thursday [12 January]. The 
source, who asked not to be named, did not rule out a 
nationwide strike if government failed to hold talks with 
the labour unions before the ultimatum expired. 


The unions made the move Wednesday at the end of a 
meeting of their representatives held to review the gen- 
eral state of the economy, the source said adding that the 
decision was “unanimous”. During the meeting, the 
unions accused the labour minister of ‘deliberately 
avoiding discussion with labour leaders” on the state of 
the economy, the abject condition of workers and the 
suffering of the people, who took part in the meeting. 


“Labour is fed up with the attitude of the government 
toward workers,” which the unions said amounted to a 
lack of interest in their welfare, the source added. The 
unions also accused government of flouting Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation (ILO) regulation by inter- 
fering in their affairs. 


Last August 17, junta leader General Sani Abacha dis- 
solved the executive of the Central Labour Movement 
(NLC), and the two powerful oil unions, the National 
Union of Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers and its 
white-collar sister, the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Senior Staff Association, for embarking on a nationwide 
strike - in the months of July and August - which he said 
had badly affected the nation’s vital sectors. [passage 
omitted] 


The relief package promised last October by the govern- 
ment to cushion the effect of a more than 200 percent 
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increase in the price of petroleum products is yet to be 
fulfilled. ‘We cannot fold our hands and allow suffering 
of our people to continue without raising a voice,” the 
unionist said. 


Labour Minister Samuel Ogbemudia said here recently 
that he was prepared to discuss with labour representa- 
tives “even at the shortest notice”. 


Police Arrest Pro-Democracy Activists 


AB1201200995 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Police in Nigeria are reported 
to have arrested the chairman of the pro-democracy 
umbrella group, the Campaign for Democracy, Beko 
Ransome-Kuti. A spokesman for the group said seven 
policemen arrived at its headquarters in Lagos. He said 
they searched the premises and took Dr. Ransome-Kuti 
away. Opposition lawyers said that another leading pro- 
democracy activist, Femi Falana, was also arrested in 
Lagos. A police spokesman told the BBC that he could 
not confirm the arresis. 


Sierra Luone 


RUF's Sankoh Threatens To Kill Hostages 


AB1201152395 Paris AFP in English 1508 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


[By Rod MacJohnson] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Jan 12 (AFP)}— 
Sierra Leone rebel leader Foday Sankoh on Thursday [12 
January} threatened to kill two British hostages if the 
authorities executed an officer accused of working with 
the rebels, officials said. 


Sankoh, who leads the Revolutionary United Front, said 
in a radio message to a defence department official, that 
the two aid workers were disguised military advisors. 
Sankoh also stated that he had several preconditions 
before agreeing to a ceasefire. He demanded that all 
foreign troops and military advisers should leave Sierra 
Leone with immediate effect and called on the authorities 
to release all journalists and jailed rebel collaborators. 


The rebel leader referred to the court martial of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Chernor Deen who was sentenced to death 
by firing squad on Wednesday and said that if he is 
executed, the Britons being held by the RUF will die. 


Englishman Robert D’Cruz, 30, and Scotsman Calum 
Murray, 25, were seized on November 7 at Kabala, 250 
kilometres (155 miles) northeast of the capital, where 
they were working on a road construction programme. 


Sankoh also ruled out any intervention by the United 
Nations, stating that the organisation has failed its duties 
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in Rwanda and Somalia, while he wanted direct talks 
with the military government anywhere and at any time 
within Sierra Leone. He gave his location as “88 miles 
(140 miles) within Sierra Leone” and accused the gov- 
ernment of “materialism”. 


The RUF “remains a cohesive force and is not divided 
but fighting to restore peace and democracy”, he said, 
adding that it was not “responsible for the deaths and 
destruction during the Christmas and New Year period”. 
He accused the British Voluntary Service Overseas 
workers of being ‘“‘military advisers in disguise”. 


Sankoh ended his two-hour address by stating he would 
call again at 1100 GMT on Saturday and advised the 
government to consider the demands he has made by 
then. 


Top military leaders and UN representative Gladys 
Lwanda listened to the broadcast, with a representative 
from the British High Commission. 


Sankoh’s forces began a guerrilla war in the south and 
east of the country in May 1991 against the regime of 
President Joseph Momoh, who was ousted in a coup 
d'etat the following April. 


The military government recently opened dialogue with 
the RUF despite having continued the war since the 
coup. The junta has pledged to return the country to 
democracy in January 1996. 


Lays Down Peace Conditions 


AB1201201695 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leone Govern- 
ment’s efforts to make peace with Foday Sankoh’s RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] rebels haven't yet borne 
much fruit since first contacts last year. The conflict has 
if anything intensified. A peace delegation went off to 
find Foday Sankoh earlier this week. It had to go by 
Monrovia to get back into eastern Sierra Leone but got 
stuck. Now, though, Foday Sankoh himself has appar- 
ently called up the Ministry of Defense in Freetown, as 
Victor Silver reports in this telex from Freetown: 


A man identifying himself as the RUF leader called up 
the Defense Department in Freetown today to lay down 
another set of peace conditions. Speaking on a two-way 
radio, the caller said that he was Foday Sankoh and that 
he was ready to talk peace if the government releases all 
rebels now held in prisons in Sierra Leone and if all 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] forces in Sierra 
Leone are withdrawn. 


Foday Sankoh said that he was willing to hold talks 
anywhere in Sierra Leone. He described the peace moves 
now being made by the Strasser regime as passing 
through the back door while the front door was open. 
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After clarifying he said that the peace group need not go 
all the way to Monrovia. He would be willing to meet any 
government representative at any place inside Sierra 
Leone. Pressed to state just where would be the ideal 
place, he said that he would have to consult the war 
council of the RUF before he can come up with a definite 
answer. Asked about the fate of two British volunteer 
workers kidnapped by the RUF about two months ago 
when Kabala was attacked, he tried to brush their fate 
aside as if it was not important but he gave the impres- 
sion that they were still being held. 


Meanwhile, reports say that the peace mission, which left 
Freetown over the weekend to contact the RUF via 
Liberia, was stopped at the Po River. Reports just 
trickling in say that they were stopped by Ulimo [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] forces 
who are in control of the area because they were not that 
certain about the group’s mission. 


Minister Criticizes Media Over War Coverage 


AB1101150095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 10 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leone Government 
is fed up with the press. They aren’t happy about the way 
the civil war is being reported and it isn’t just the local 
[word indistinct] they are cross with but the BBC as well. 
Foreign Minister Abass Bundu and the information 
minister held a press conference this morning to give our 
reporter, Victor Silva, and other journalists a dressing 
down. On the line to Freetown, Robin White asked Mr. 
Bundu why he and his colleagues were unhappy. 


[Begin recording] [Bundu] There are times when journal- 
ists unintentionally and unwittingly make themselves 
part of the propagarda machine of rebels. I mean this is 
true of our case here in Sierra Leone as it is true of other 
cases around Africa. 


[White] Could you give an example of what you have in 
mind? 


[Bundu] Well, let us say that the rebels strike at a 
particular point. Call that point point A. Obviously, they 
have no means of making that fact known nationally 
within the country, not to speak of internationally. So 
the BBC stringer will of course inform the BBC, which in 
turn will disseminate that information to the world at 
large. It may well be that the rebel leaders sitting wher- 
ever they are may well not know what their members 
have done in a particular location but they will get to 
know through the BBC. 


[White] But what are you suggesting, Mr. Bundu? That 
the media should not cover this war at all? 


[Bundu] Well, one is reminded of the coverage, for 
example, that the BBC gave to the war in Northern 
Ireland when it was taking place. I am sure it was limited. 
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I am sure that the BBC was subjected to the [word 
indistinct] system which is part and parcel of adminis- 
trative law in England. We are not saying that you should 
necessarily not cover or inform the general public or the 
international public but one should be guarded. 


[White] But if the rebels, let’s say, attack Kenema, 
shouldn’t all journalists, including journalists in Sierra 
Leone, report that fact? 


[Bundu] Yes, but in reporting that fact we should be 
careful that you are also creating an environment where 
ordinary civilians might have a tendency to believe what 
you say and you also might be creating general fear and 
apprehension and panic among the civilian population. 
It is the way we say things that sometimes, you know, 
makes all the difference. 


[White] Yes, but Mr. Bundu, Kenema was attacked. Are 
you saying that fact should not have been covered? 


{[Bundu] Kenema was attacked but, for example, I 
remember last week somebody claiming to be the RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] spokesman for foreign 
affairs. One Almamy Sankoh, as he called himself, 
claimed that Kenema was within their control, that they 
were in control of Kenema, that there was heavy fighting 
going on at Macheka, Mile 47, that other parts of the 
country were under their control. Now none of that, 
none of that was true. 


[White] But as it turned out, you know, those claims 
were proved to be untrue. Our stringer there went to this 
place where the rebels claimed to be and found that 
claim to be untrue so the rebels were shown to be making 
false claims. 


[Bundu] Well, that is true as far as one particular case 
was concerned and that was Macheka. I did listen to that 
broadcast. Your correspondent went there and I want to 
applaud him for doing that. 


[White] Can I ask, Mr. Bundu, what the state of [word 
indistinct] is with negotiations with the rebels. Was there 
a meeting on the Mano River Bridge? And though there 
were enough predictions that there were going to be more 
meetings that the whole thing could be solved peacefully, 
are all these talks now.... [pauses] how far are talks still 
going on? 
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[Bundu] Well, in the first place, I am glad you raised this 
question. Government is indeed committed to seeking a 
negotiated settlement as one of the options. In fact, 
November through to December, a group of private 
citizens did go to the Mano River Bridge and had 
discussions with the RUF rebels. I am pleased to inform 
you that in fact the group left today, this morning, for 
Liberia and will be making contacts with the RUF within 
the next few days. We are ready to proceed with a 
negotiated settlement, if the rebels satisfy us that they are 
truly committed to a negotiated settlement. 


[White] When you say that this group went to Liberia, 
where exactly in Liberia have they gone to? 


{[Bundu] Well, I think all the discussions actually the last 
time they went took place around the Bo waterside area. 
This is the Mano River Bridge and that is the place they 
will be going to again. I think they agreed with the rebels 
that all their contacts should be at the bridge area and 
that is the area that they have been asked to go back to. 


[White] And how big a team have gone there? 


[Bundu] The last time, there was a group of nine. I think 
we've increased it just slightly. It is still essentially a 
group of private citizens. All [word indistinct], they have 
the support and encouragement of the government. 


[White] Do you know who they will be meeting? 


{[Bundu] Well, we hope this time round that they will 
make contact with the mainstream leadership of the 
RUF so that they can come back and report to us that 
indeed they have identified who they are and that they 
are willing to discuss peace. 


[White] Are they hoping to meet the rebel leader, Foday 
Sankoh? 


[Bundu] Well, it is our hope; it is our hope that he will 
come forward and make himself known to the group so 
that the group can then come back and try to convince 
government that indeed there is a mainstream leader- 
ship, that indeed there is a Foday Sankoh with whom the 
government can talk. 


{[Bundu] Would you yourself be prepared to meet him? 


[White] Why not? He is a Sierra Leonean like myself and 
I think it would be in the best interest of our country to 
try and seek peace. [end recording] 
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